MR imaging of the gallbladder.
T2-weighted imaging and MRCP, which have high sensitivity to edema and fluid, are paramount in the evaluation of certain gallbladder diseases, such as cholelithiasis, cholecystitis, adenomyomatosis, and cystic duct abnormalities. Dynamic gadolinium-enhanced MR imaging has the potential to differentiate among the many nonspecific-appearing lesions involving the gallbladder. MR imaging may not yet replace ultrasound as the workhorse of acute gallbladder imaging. Currently, MRCP is an ideal complementary study to inconclusive sonographic studies and can help plan surgical intervention in the setting of acute cholecystitis. Further investigation of hepatobiliary contrast agents, however, may reveal that MR imaging may be considered as first-line imaging in the acute setting.